
Marcellus Shale

Shallow sandstones 
and shales (gas & brine)

Coal-bearing interval

Fresh water aquifers

Generalized casing design for 
a Marcellus Shale gas well 
to protect the environment

5-1/2” casing, cemented to 
500 feet above Marcellus

13-3/8” casing, (up to 1,000 feet) 
cemented to surface

9-5/8” casing, if necessary to 
seal off shallow oil, gas or brine 
bearing zones

Casing for vertical and horizontal 
wells identical to this point

20” casing, (200-500 feet) 
cemented to surface

24” conductor casing, (30-60 feet) 


